New Testament Letter Sermon 


[[Author’s Note: Much of the research to this came from some of the new Logos Bible Software 
5 built-in datasets such as the Bible Sense Lexicon, Sermon Starter Guide, etc. When I quoted 
from an actual Biblical text or reference work, I included a citation to the resource I quoted from. 
When I referred to information stemming directly from Logos 5’s new core datasets, I simply 
placed the information there without a footnote. So for information that does not contain a 
footnote, chances are it came from one of the automated reports built into Logos Bible Software 
5. Version 5 is an excellent upgrade with some incredible new datasets and tools, and if you 
haven’t yet upgraded, I encourage you to do so. It’ll revolutionize your Bible study and sermon 
preparation. ]] 


Sermon Text: Romans 12:1-2 (KJV) 


Rom 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 


Sermon Title: The Transformed Life 

[[Other Possible Titles: Transformational Living; Power for Living]] 

Sermon Introduction: 

Today’s worldly culture is in an outright battle against the people of God. Satan himself is on the 
offensive, prowling around as a roaring lion, seeking to bring harm to the church (1 Peter 5:8). 
Our world’s thinking has muddied morality, compromised our fundamental principles, and has 
called “evil, good” (Isaiah 5:20). Our society today has “exchanged the truth of God for a lie” 
(Romans 1:25), and we are at a crossroads. We can either experience life God’s way through 
God’s perfect will, or we can choose to live life the world’s way, and suffer the oncoming 
destruction associated with it. 

As we come to Romans 12:1-2, Paul is instructing the believers in Rome in how to position 
themselves to experience a lifetime of God's transforming power. Paul gives the church a process 
by which they can live in the perfect will of God. 

Sermon Body: 

A lifestyle of... 


1. Consecration-“Present your bodies!” (v1) 


Paul is instructing the believers in Rome to present their bodies as a “living sacrifice” to God. 
The original meaning of “present” and “sacrifice” can be translated “to bring or offer a sacrificial 


offering”. It is the same concept that is used in the Old Testament sacrifices (examples are: 
Genesis 46:1; Exodus 10:24-26). 


Unlike the Old Testament sacrifices, which offered a blood or burt offering to the Lord (see 
Exodus 24:4-8), Paul commands the church in Rome to be “living, bodily sacrifices”. They were 
to daily consecrate themselves, their lives, and their bodies unto the Lord, as temples of the Holy 
Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). 


Why were they to do this? They were to do this as an act of service or worship to God. The 
phrase “spiritual service of worship” in our passage carries a meaning of divine service or an act 
of public worship to God. They were to consecrate themselves as living sacrifices in order to 
worship God. One’s true worship and offering to God is more than what one places in the 
offering plate on Sunday. It is a continual, daily consecration and presentation of a living 
sacrifice to God. 


And a lifestyle of... 
2. Separation-“Do not be conformed!” (v2a) 


Paul now offers a word of caution to the Roman Christians to separate themselves from the 
thinking of the world and to resist conforming to the worldly way of living. The phrase 
“conformed to this world” carries a meaning of modeling after an “evil age”, or thinking that 
places its values, beliefs, and morals in distinction to God’s. The church in Rome was to separate 
themselves from the lifestyle that the world offered if they were to be true consecrated “living 
sacrifices” to God (see: 2 Corinthians 6:17, Hebrews 7:26, Leviticus 20:24 [[Leviticus 20:24 is 
an example of how the Israelites were to also live a separated, consecrated life]]). 


Paul is not asking the church to break all contact from the world, as in doing so would be in 
direct violation of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19). Rather, Paul is stating that the 
lifestyle of the church (believers) should be different. The church is to be the the salt of the earth 
and light of the world (Matthew 5:13-14). The only way for the church to retain its saltiness and 
shininess is to not conform to the thought patterns and lifestyle of worldly living. 


Leads to a lifetime of... 
3. Transformation-“Do be transformed!” (v2b) 


Paul now shifts to his final instruction to the church to experience God’s transformational power. 
The word “transformed” comes from the same Greek word we get our English word 
“metamorphosis”. The church is to be changed or “transformed”. How is the church transformed? 
Paul goes on to explain “by the renewing of your mind”. Renewal of the mind here denotes re- 
establishing something like new or improved, with “mind” referring to one’s mental attitude 
(beliefs, feelings, or values). Paul was telling the church that the process of bodily consecration 
and worldly separation would result in a mental transformation and renewal of the mind. 


Why did Paul urge the Christians in Rome to be “transformed” and “renew their minds”? So they 
could experience God’s perfect will for their lives. The good, acceptable, and perfect will of God 
here refers to an attitude of mind that is complete, pleasing, and beneficial. The Lord was 
preparing them to be a church that is holy and blameless unto Himself (Ephesians 5:27). 


[[Here I began to transition to the sermon summary and conclusion by going over the IOT and 
GOT and begin to wind things down. ]] 


Through their bodily consecration, worldly separation, and mental transformation, Paul instructed 
the believers in Rome in how to position themselves to experience a lifetime of God's 
transforming power. We need to maintain the same kind of attitude and lifestyle that will avail us 
to experience God's transforming power. 


In order to experience God’s transforming power we must: 
1. Surrender our entire selves to the Lord. 


Charles Stanley said it best: “Complete surrender to God brings complete life”. If we truly want 
to experience God’s will and best for our life, He requires our surrender to Himself. We must 
surrender our sins, our weaknesses, our will, our ways, our thoughts, and our lives to Him. We 
must as the old hymn says “All to Jesus, I surrender, all to HIM I freely give”. Once we have 
emptied ourselves of “ourself”, then we can truly be filled with His transformational power and 
live in His perfect and acceptable will for our lives. Once we are empty of our strength, we are 
filled with His strength and His presence in us. 


2. Resist the worldly influences that are molding us into carnal Christians. 


The world will attack us (the church) daily. Satan will fling his fiery darts at us continually 
(Ephesians 6:16). The world is trying to pressure (squeeze) us into fitting into their mold and 
their lifestyle. We must resist temptation (James 4:7), stand firm in the battle (Ephesians 6:14a), 
toss away the thinking of the flesh (Romans 8:4-5), and not allow ourselves to conform to the 
thinking and lifestyle of the world but to remain separate, the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world. 


3. As a result, we will become Transformed. 


When we consecrate ourselves to the Lord and separate ourselves from the world, we can truly 
experience God’s transforming power in our lives, and have a mind, attitude, will, and life that is 
renewed, refreshed, and focused on the complete, good, and perfect will of God. Then we can be 
Christians and a church that presents itself holy and blameless unto the Lord (Ephesians 5:27). 


